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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . In response to communications filed on 1/12/2007, applicant amends claims 1 and 21 . 
The following claims 1-36 are presented for examination. 

1.1 Applicant's arguments, see pages 13-15, filed on 1/12/2007, with respect to the 1 12 th 
rejection of claims 1, 2, 13, 17, 21, 27, and 32 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
The 1 12 th rejection of claims 1, 2, 13, 17, 21, 27, and 32 has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Cheng is client-based and Cheng does not disclose a 
configuration at the server for performing the steps claim 1 as amended. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees because claim 1 has been amended to recite similar features as found in claim 13. 
Claim 13 recites a configuration agent at a server for performing the steps of receiving, 
generating an assessment, identifying by comparing the assessment and automatically 
configuring resources of the computing system to include the identified resources; and claim 13 
has been properly rejected in the last Office action. Applicant has not provided reasons why the 
citations provided by Examiner in the rejection of claim 13 are improper. On the other hand, 
Applicant generally alleges that claim 13 is allowable for reasons described with respect to claim 
1 as amended. Applicant argues that Cheng discloses software updates for installed products. 
Examiner respectfully disagrees because Cheng discloses in addition to installing updates, 
installing new software products (see column 19, lines 60-63). Examiner would like to clarify 



1> 
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that as reasonably and broadly interpreted by Examiner, software updates must be installed in the 
computer in order to work, the software updates disclosed by Cheng are not pre-installed, (see 
column 8, lines 55-61); therefore, the software updates meet the recitation of resources not 
installed in the computing system and also meet the recitation of resources missing in the 
computing system. Applicant further argues on page 17 that Cheng limits itself to analysis 
performed by a client application. Examiner respectfully disagrees because the citation provided 
by Applicant clearly states that determination of client application is made in consultation with 
the service provider, which maintains a list of available software updates. In addition, column 5, 
lines 27-29 recites "as new software updates and software products become available the service 
provider determines which one match a particular user's interests and notifies the user of such 
updates or products by email". Column 27, lines 4-26 further recites, 

"maintaining on a service provider computer a database, the database 
containing information relating to software products of diverse software 
vendors / 

maintaining on the service provider computer a downloadable 
application, the application having a function for scanning the client 
computer to determine which installed software products reside on the client 
computer; 

establishing a communication link between client computer and the service 
provider computer; 

downloading the application to the client computer over the communication 
link; 

scanning the client computer with the application; as a result of the 
scan, generating a first list of software products 
residing on the client computer; 

comparing the first list with the information in the database to generate 
a second list, the second list containing software products that are 
compatible with the software residing on the client computer; 

downloading to the client computer at least one product on the second 
list; and paying the software vendor compensation relating to the download." 

Therefore, applicant's arguments that Cheng teaches away from a service provider 



performing the analysis is not correct. 
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Regarding claims 26-32, applicant adds that Cheng does not disclose a configuration 
request and a recipient of the request. It is noted that claim 26 does not disclose such limitation, 
applicant may be referring to claim 27. Cheng discloses column 5, lines 18-24, "software 
updates or software products may be provided by the service provider to a client computer by e- 
mail upon request notification by a user." Column 6, line 64 through column 7, line 12 in 
combination with figure 2 illustrate request to update and response to perform the update. 
Therefore, Cheng discloses configuration request and response contrarily to Applicant's 
arguments. Applicant has not overcome the rejection as amended and claims 1-36 remain 
rejected in view of Cheng et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Patent 
6,151,643 to Cheng et al. 
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As per claim 1, Cheng et al discloses a method comprising: maintaining, on a. server for 
each of a plurality of computing systems, database including specific data, resources, profile, 
activity log, payment information, etc. associated with each user computing system that meets 
the recitation of data specifying which resources are authorized for the computing system (see 
column 17, lines 1-21 and figure 7); in column 6, lines 44-50 and column 20, lines 33-60 it is 
disclosed that authentication information is also stored associated with update software and 
products which meets the recitation of data specifying which resources are authorized for the 
computing system; column 7, lines 1 1-39 describes that users must be registered to received 
authorized resources. Cheng et al discloses receiving by a configuration agent (700, figure 7) at 
the server an identifier (i.e. user ID, password, unique registration-number, e-mail address, or 
authentication information) associated with a computing system and/or computing system user 
(column 7, lines 10-40; column 5, lines 18-21; and column 23, lines 41-49); and discloses that 
the authentication ensures that only users who are authorized can obtain updates for software 
products (see column 7, lines 40-45). Cheng et al discloses a payment module obtaining user 
information such as fee, usage, count, connection time (data) from the server database that 
specifies authorized resources (software updates) corresponding to the received user login 
information (see column 17, lines 2-15 and lines 40-47) that meets the recitation of the 
configuration agent obtaining from the server data that specifies authorized resources 
corresponding to the received identifier. Cheng et al discloses the configuration agent 
interrogating the computing system to produce an assessment indicating assessing existing 
hardware and/or software computing system resources available on the computing system (see 
column 18, lines 42-58 and figures 17a-d); the configuration agent comparing the authorized 
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resources with the assessment to identify one or more resources authorized but not installed on 
the computing system (see column 14, lines 45-64); and the configuration agent automatically 
modifying the computing system resources by installing the one or more identified resources (see 
column 15, lines 16-24 and column 4, lines 12-23 and column 27, lines 24-26). 

As per claim 2, Cheng et al substantially discloses the claimed method of claim 1. 
Cheng et al discloses a client computer provided to a user with only a number of software 

r 

update and software products being pre-installed (see column 6, lines 20-30) and also suggests in 
another embodiment installation of new software not installed that needs to be installed to the 
computing system (see column 20, lines 52-60 and column 19, lines 60-65) that meets the 
recitation of the computing system is provided to the user without the authorized resources being 
preinstalled. As interpreted by Examiner, software updates must be installed in the computer in 
order to work, the software updates disclosed by Cheng are not pre-installed, (see column 8, lines 
55-61); therefore, the software updates meet the recitation of resources not installed in the 
computing system 

As per claim 3, Cheng et al discloses wherein the identifier associated with computing 
system and/or computing system user is received from the computing system (see column 7, 
lines 5-40). 

As per claim 4, Cheng et al discloses wherein the identifier associated with computing 
system and/or computing system user is received from the computing system (see column 7, 
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lines 5-40) and/or communications device associated with the computing system user wherein 
the communications device is not directly connected to the computing system. 

As per claims 5 and 8, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of automatically modifying 
the computing system resources based at least in part of assessment of the computing system 
resources (see column 4, lines 17-28 and column 27, lines 24-26). 

As per claim 6, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of selectively updating certain 
computing system resources based, at least in part, on the comparison of the assessed computing 
system resources against authorized and available computing system resources (see column 28, 
, lines 55-62). 

As per claim 7, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of assessing communications device 
resources (see column 27, lines 7-1 1 and column 7, line 45 through column 8, line 20); 
comparing the assessed communications device resources against authorized and available 
communications device resources and selectively installing, configuring, and/or updating one or 
more communications device resources based, at least in part, on the comparison on the assessed 
communications resources (see column 28, lines 55-62). 

As per claims 9-10, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the identifier is one 
or more of a telephone number associated with the user an electronic serial number of the 
communications device associated with the user, an electronic identifier associated with the 
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computing system and/or serial number associated with one or more hardware and/or software 
resources of the computing system (see column 7, lines 5-40). 

As per claim 11, Cheng et al discloses the claimed method of claim 1 and further 
discloses that the invention can be implemented in a computer (see claims) that meets the 
recitation of a storage medium having stored thereon a plurality of executable instructions which 
when executed implement a method according to claim 1. Claim 1 1 is therefore rejected on the 
same rationale as the rejection of claim 1. 

As per claim 12, Cheng et al discloses a server comprising: a storage device (see column 
9, line 55 through column 10, line 12 and figure 9) having stored therein a plurality of executable 
instructions; and a control unit, coupled to the storage device (see column 9, line 55 through 
column 10, line 12 and figure 7). 

As per claim 13, Cheng et al discloses a server comprising: a storage device to maintain 
a profile of personal resources, specifying for each of a plurality of computing systems which 
resources are authorized for the computing system (see column 17, lines 1-21 and figure 7); 
Cheng et al discloses the server providing an interface and service (see 700, fig. 7) that meets 
the recitation of configuration agent coupled to the storage device adapted to receive identifier 
for registering and identifying users when they are login to the service provider (see column 7, 
lines 5-39); Cheng et al discloses receiving by a configuration agent an identifier (i.e. user ID, 
password, unique registration number, e-mail address, or authentication information) associated 
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with a computing system and/or computing system user (column 7, lines 10-40; column 5, lines 
18-21; and column 23, lines 41-49); generate an assessment of the current resources of the 
computing system (see column 27, lines 7-1 1 and column 7, line 45 through column 8, line 20); 
identify by comparing the assessment with the authorized resources one or more of the 
authorized resources which are missing from the computer system (see column 27, lines 7-23 
and column 7, line 45 through column 8, line 20); automatically configure resources of the 
computing system to include the identified resources (see column 4, lines 17-28 and column 27, 
lines 24-26). 

As per claim 14, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein an assessment of the 
computing system resources comprises an assessment of at least one of an operating system, 
configuration settings, personalization settings, Internet settings or application settings on the 
computing system (see column 11, lines 1-54). 

As per claim 15, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the profile includes a list 
of identifiers associated with authorized users and the configuration agent accesses a user 
profile on the storage' device based, at least in part, on the identifier (see column 7, lines 5-39 
and figure 7). 

As per claim 16, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
receives the identifier from the computing system and/or a communications device remote 
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from the computing system associated with the computing system user (see column 7, 
lines 5-39). 

As per claim 17, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
further automatically modifies communications device resources based at least in part of 
assessment of the computing system resources (see column 4, lines 17-28 and column 27, lines 
24-26). 

As per claim 1 8, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
is further configured to update the computing system resources (see column 28, lines 55-62). 

As per claim 19, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the identifier is one or 
more of a telephone number associated with the user an electronic serial number of the 
communications device associated with the user, an electronic identifier associated with the 
computing system and/or serial number associated with one or more hardware and/or software 
resources of the computing system (see column 7, lines 5-40). 

As per claim 20, Cheng et al discloses a server comprising: a storage device (see column 
9, line 55 through column 10, line 12 and figure 9) having stored therein a plurality of executable 
instructions; and a control unit, coupled to the storage device to execute at least a subset of the 
plurality of executable instructions to implement an instance of the configuration agent (see 
column 9, line 55 through column 10, line 12 and figure 7). 
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As per claim 21, Cheng et al discloses a storage medium comprising a plurality of 
executable instructions including at least a subset of which that when executed implement a 
configuration agent at a server to maintain for each of a plurality of computing systems data 
specifying authorized resources for the computing system (see column 17, lines 1-21 and figure 
7); in column 6, lines 44-50 and column 20, lines 33-60 it is disclosed that authentication 
information is also stored associated with update software and products which meets the 
recitation of data specifying which resources are authorized for the computing system; column 7, 
lines 1 1-39 describes that users must be registered to received authorized resources. Cheng et al 
discloses receiving by a configuration agent (700, figure 7) at the server an identifier (i.e. user 
ID, password, unique registration number, e-mail address, or authentication information) 
associated with a computing system and/or computing system user (column 7, lines 10-40; 
column 5, lines 18-21; and column 23, lines 41-49); and discloses that the authentication ensures 
that only users who are authorized can obtain updates for software products (see column 7, lines 
40-45); Cheng et al discloses conduct an assessment of the computing system resources upon 
receipt of an identifier associated with a computing system and/or computing system user (see 
column 14, line 45 through column 15, line 23 and column 27, lines 7-18 and figures 17a-d) 
identifiers are also received when the user connects to the service, provider by login (see column 
16, lines 20-47) identify by comparing the assessment with corresponding data specifying 
authorized resources, one or more of the authorized resources which are missing from the 
computer system (see column 14, lines 45-64 and column 27, lines 7-23); and automatically 
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download and install on the computing system the missing authorized resources (see column 15, 
lines 16-24 and column 4, lines 12-23 and column 27, lines 24-26). 

As per claim 22, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
is further configured to update computing system resources (see column 28, lines 55-62). 

As per claim 23, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
interrogates the computing system upon receipt of an identifier to assess computing system 
resources (see column 7, line 45 through column 8, line 20). 

As per claim 24, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration agent 
discloses modifying computing system resources including downloading and automatically 
installing system resources on the computing system based, at least in part, on the assessed 
computing system resources that meets the recitation of modifying computing system resources 
to include available and . authorized resources based at least in part of the assessment (see column 
4, lines 17-28 and column 27, lines 24-26 and column 27, line 65-col. 28, line 3). 

As per claim 25, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the computing system is 
a communications device (see column 6, lines 20-30). 

As per claim 26, Cheng et al discloses wherein the identifier is received from a 
communications device remote from the computing system (column 7, lines 10-40; column 5, 
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lines 18-21; and column 23, lines 41-49 and figure 1); and wherein the configuration agent 
automatically modifies computing system resources and communications device resources based 
at least in part on assessment of system resources of the computing system and communications 
device resources (see column 15, lines 16-24 and column 4, lines 12-23 and column 27, lines 24- 
26). 

As per claim 27, Cheng et al discloses a computing system comprising a storage device 
having stored thereon a plurality of executable instructions (see figure 1); a network interface 
communicatively coupling to the computing system to a network (see column 6, lines 10-20 and 
figure 1) and processor for executing client application that meets the recitation of a controller 
coupled to the storage device and the network interface to execute at least a subset of the 
plurality of executable instructions to make an assessment of current hardware and/or software 
resources of the computing system (see column 13, lines 29-40) and to implement a basic 
input/output system to issue a configuration request to the network via the network interface, the 
configuration request based on the assessment and including an identifier associated with 
computing system (see column 5, lines 18-32 and column 7, lines 5-40), wherein the 
configuration request is configured to cause a recipient of the request (service provider) to (see 
column 5, lines 18-32) obtain based on the received user e-mail address, information about the 
software update, record from the update table, and specification of conditions a client must 
satisfy that specifies authorized resources (new software updates and new software products) 
corresponding to the user e-mail address (see column 19, line 61 through column 20, line 5 and 
column 20, lines 19-28) that meets the recitation of reference the identifier to access 
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corresponding data specifying authorized resources associated by the identifier with the 
computing system (see also column 5, lines 18-32 and column 16, lines 48-67); compare the 
assessment to the authorized resources, to determine one or more of the authorized resources 
missing from the computer system (see column 5, lines 24-30; column 20, lines 19-29; and 
column 27, lines 7-23); and provide the missing authorized resources to the computing system 
(see column 4, lines 17-28; column 19, lines 61-64 and column 27, lines 24-26). 

As per claims 28 and 31, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the computing 
system is an unconfigured computing system and wherein the computing system is a 
communications device (see column 4, lines 12-28). 

As per claims 29-30, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the controller 
receives one or more commands to receive and install computing system resources from 
network devices remote from the computing system via the network interface in response 
to the configuration request (see column 8, lines 37-67 and column 14, lines 38-64); wherein the 
identifier is associated with the computing system and/or computing system user (see 
column 7, lines 5-40). 

As per claim 32, Cheng et al discloses a method comprising issue a configuration request 
from a computing system wherein the configuration request includes an identifier associated with 
computing system and/or computing system user and is configured to cause a recipient of the 
request to (see column 5, lines 18-32 and column 7, lines 5-40) generate an assessment of the 
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current resources of the computing system (see column 27, lines 7-11 and column 5, lines 18- 
32); obtain based on the received user e-mail address, information about the software update, 
record from the update table, and specification of conditions a client must satisfy that specifies 
authorized resources (new software updates and new software products) corresponding to the 
user e-mail address (see column 19, line 61 through column 20, line 5 and column 20, lines 19- 
28) that meets the recitation of reference the identifier to access corresponding data specifying 
authorized resources associated by the identifier with the computing system (see also column 5, 
lines 18-32 and figure 7 and column 16, lines 48-67); compare the assessment to the authorized 
resources, to determine one or more of the authorized resources missing from the computer 
system (see column 5, lines 24-30; column 20, lines 19-29; and column 27, lines 7-23); and 
receiving a response to the configuration request at the computing system, the response including 
the one or more computing system resources missing from the computing system, wherein the 
one or more computing system resources are automatically installed and configured on the 
computing system (see column 4, lines 17-28; column 19, lines 61-64 and column 27, lines 24- 
26). 

As per claim 33, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the one or more 
computing system resources are automatically installed and configured in response to 
installation and configuration commands received from a remote computing system (see 
column 3, lines 25-45 and column 4, lines 7-15). 
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As per claims 34-35, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the computing 
system is a communications device and wherein the one or more system resources enable 
the communications device to communicate over an additional communications medium 
(see column 3, lines 25-45 and column 4, lines 7-29). 

As per claim 36, Cheng et al discloses the limitation of wherein the configuration 
request is issued from a communications device remote from the computing system 
associated with the computing system user, the method further comprising: receiving a 
response to the configuration request at the communications device including one or 
more computing system resources, wherein the one or more computing system resources 
are automatically installed and configured on the computing system (see column 3, lines 
25-45). 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

3.1 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carl Colin whose telephone number is 571-272-3862. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8:00-6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either. Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Go/ 



March 30, 2007 



Carl Colin 



Patent Examiner 
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